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Probably like the paid harlot (another institution never
mentioned by Homer and first known to us, in Greece,
from Archilochos) it was a by-product of the reduction
of normal sexual opportunity by the strict guarding
of all respectable women in the more settled post-
" heroic " age.
Certainly our evidence, so far as it goes, seems to indicate
that homosexuality first became common in Greece during
this Dark Age,1 introduced, according to a Hellenistic writer,
from Crete,2 where it not improbably was a feature of Minoan
civilization (but evidence is lacking 3). No certain references
occur in Greek literature before the poetry of the sixth
century; there are none in the surviving fragments of
Archilochos, on whom, in view of his coarseness, one might
have expected the Hellenistic muck-raker Athenaios to
fasten eagerly 4; nor of Alkaios, though Horace speaks of
his passion for the dark-eyed Lykos.5 After Sappho, Theognis
is our first locus classicus, telling of the love between a brave
and honest, if narrow, Dorian " knight" and aristocrat,
and the younger friend or squire whom he trains up to be a
" good and noble " man. And Solon the Athenian himself,
perhaps worth adding that when later Greeks, such as Plato, " read back "
their homosexual ideas into the Iliad they were not sure whether to make
Achilles the passionate lover, or Patroklos. Usually Patroklos as being
Achilles' " squire " is considered to be ra TraiSt/cd, though he is considerably
the older man (II. xi, 787) j Phaidros, in Plato's Symposium (179e) suggests
the opposite relation.
1	The earliest evidence consists of the word Karatrvycav on an Attic geometric
vase, and of the quite explicit and very early inscriptions cut into the rocks
at a cave in the island of Thera.
2	Tunaios, frag. 44 ;   from Athenaios—inevitably.
3	In Egypt, which was always in close touch with Crete, literature at
least as old as 2600 b.c. presupposes homosexual relations between the gods
as being obviously normal and inevitable ; cf* Licht, Sexual Life in Ancient
Greece, p. 449.
* The frag, misquoted by Licht (p. 469—frag. 85 Bergk, = 118 Diehl)
has nothing homosexual about it; it is a remark to a friend (& 'ralpe) about
the poet's passion for—probably Neoboule.
6 Horace, Od. i, xxxii. The two fragments cited by Licht, loc. cit., are
both couched in much too general terms to be used as evidence of anything,
and neither of them is certainly by Alkaios at all. See frag. 46 Bgk. = 99 Diehl
—quoted by Hephaistion without naming any author ; and 58 Bgk., assigned
by D. to Alkman.

